
Castle Pinckney is the oldest remaining former 

military fortress in Charleston harbor. 

Constructed as a state-of-the-art brick fort on 

the eve of the War of 1812, this horseshoe 

shaped Castle has played an underappreciated 

role during a surprising span of American 

history. Its parapets, casemates, and barracks 

have been inspected by President James 

Monroe and Generals Charles Pinckney, 

Winfield Scott, Robert E. Lee, P.G.T. Beauregard, 

Stephen Dill Lee, and Roswell Ripley. 

During the Nullification Crisis of 1832, and a 

similar crisis in 1850, Federal artillerymen at the 

Castle had Charleston well within the range of 

their large coastal cannons. During the opening 

days of the Civil War, three companies of 

Charleston militia under James Johnston 

Pettigrew scaled the walls and seized Castle 

Pinckney. It was the first Federal facility 

captured by Southern forces and an important 

prelude to the bombardment and surrender of 

Fort Sumter. 

Learn More at 

CastlePinckney.org 



Recovery and Preservation of the 

Civil War Cannons 
Several cannons buried inside the 

fortification have been located, including 

at least one 10 inch Columbiad. 

Cost Estimate: $160,000 

Construction of a Dock for 

Better Access 
Current access to the castle is limited 

and requires crossing over hazardous 

terrain. A dock will facilitate safer access 

and the delivery of necessary materials. 

Cost Estimate: $140,000 
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